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and the Prinz "Adalbert, built at a time when our experiments on buoyancy had not been concluded, that showed less staying power.
The supreme quality of a ship is that it should remain afloat, and, by preserving its vertical position, continue to put up a fight; in this respect the English navy was so much behind ours that this difference in quality alone was able to decide the issue of a naval engagement. But our shipbuilding also aimed at the highest degree of fighting efficiency in every other direction. Inasmuch as we were aiming principally at qualities which only tell in battle, the excellence of our ships could not even be correctly estimated by all executive officers in times of peace, particularly as we had to abandon a number of well-known qualities and conveniences which are all right in peacetime, to the advantage of our effectiveness in battle. The complete absence of doors in those parts of the ship under the water line was most uncomfortable, for example; such a thing, however, could at the critical moment decide one's fate. In every naval engagement that is fought to a finish, there is the psychological moment, when the one side suddenly thinks " Good God, the enemy is sinking and we are not, they are on fire and we are not"; and from that moment this side will have no more losses, whilst the enemy loses everything. How our ships compared with the English vessels of the same years may be shown by a few figures. Quite apart from our better ammunition, etc., a most carefully conducted ex-